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   What is the difference between Biblical Christianity, and Mormon Christianity? Who has the authority to interpret the scriptures? Is there anyway to prove the credibility of the Bible, or the Book of Mormon? How can we come to the conclusion which book is divinely inspired rather then human in origin? 

   The traditional Christian belief system has always followed a monotheistic view point. Monotheism is a term defined in Webster’s New World dictionary as the doctrine or belief that there is only one God. (Friend)

Jesus was God incarnate who came down from heaven to be sacrificed, for humanity to be able to receive salvation. That is why we say that salvation can be obtained by Jesus’ grace alone and not by works. Traditional Christians believe in one God only, and there are no good works you can do to justify or warrant salvation. Here are a few scriptures to support this viewpoint.
   “All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags.” (Bible, NIV, Isaiah 64:6)

   Jesus stated, "Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good, except God alone.” (Bible, NIV, Mark 10:18). In the Bible there are many scriptures that give the lord’s command to worship and acknowledge only one God here are a few examples.
   The Lord gave Moses the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai. The first commandment given by god is, “you shall have no other gods before me.”(Bible, NIV, Exodus 20:3)

   Then the Lord said to Moses, "Tell the Israelites this: 'You have seen for yourselves that I have spoken to you from heaven. Do not make any gods to be alongside me.” (Bible, NIV, Exodus 20:23)

   “Do not worship any other god, for the Lord, whose name is jealous, is a jealous god.” (Bible, NIV, Exodus 34:14)

   “Now see that I, even I, am He, and there is no god besides me; I kill and I make alive; I wound and I heal; Nor is there any who can deliver from my hand.” (Bible, NIV, Deuteronomy 32:39)

   "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty."(Bible, NIV, Revelation 1:8)

   One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of all the commandments, which is the most important?" 

   "The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.' The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment greater than these." (Bible, NIV, Mark 12:28)

    “In 1823, the angel Moroni allegedly visited Mormon prophet Joseph Smith and divulged the location of some golden plates containing the “fullness of the everlasting gospel.” These plates—abridged by Moroni and his father, Mormon, 1,400 years earlier—were written in ‘reformed Egyptian hieroglyphics.’ Along with the plates, Smith found a pair of magical eyeglasses that he used to translate the cryptic writing into English. The result was a new revelation called the Book of Mormon and a new religion called Mormonism.” (Hanegraaff)

   The belief system of the Mormons is a strict polytheism doctrine. Polytheism is a term which is defined in Webster’s New World Dictionary as belief in more than one god. (Friend) Quoting from Eliza R. Snow, the fifth President of the Church of Latter day Saints, he states, “As man now is, God once was; As God now is, man may be.”(Light Planet)

   In the Teachings of Prophet Joseph Smith, Smith states, “God himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted man, and sits enthroned in yonder heavens! That is the great secret. If the veil were rent today, and the great God who holds this world in its orbit, and who upholds all worlds and all things by his power, was to make himself visible, I say, if you were to see him today, you would see him like a man in form--like yourselves in all the person, image, and very form as a man; for Adam was created in the very fashion, image and likeness of God” (Smith 4, Section Six, p.345)

   “Here, then, is eternal life to know the only wise and true God; and you have got to learn how to be Gods yourselves.” (Smith 4, Section Six, p.346)

   “Abraham received concubines, and they bore him children; and it was accounted unto him for righteousness, because they were given unto him, and he abode in my law; as Isaac also and Jacob• did none other things than that which they were commanded; and because they did none other things than that which they were commanded, they have entered into their exaltation, according to the promises, and sit upon thrones, and are not angels but are gods.” (Smith1, D&C 132:37)

   In The Pearl of Great Price, another book translated by Joseph Smith, there are some contradictions of doctrine. His book of Abraham Chapter 4 there is many references to numerous gods. In his book of Moses Chapter 2 there are many references to only one god. Moreover Moses Chapter 1 states, “There is no god beside me?” 

   Here is one account of creation in the Book of Abraham with references to many gods. The Gods plan the creation of the earth and all life thereon. Their plans for the six days of creation are set forth. And then the Lord said: “Let us go down. And they went down at the beginning, and they, that is the Gods, organized and formed the heavens and the earth.”

   And the earth, after it was formed, was empty and desolate, because they had not formed anything but the earth; and darkness reigned upon the face of the deep, and the Spirit of the Gods was brooding upon the face of the waters.
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   And they (the Gods) said: “Let there be light; and there was light.”
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   And they (the Gods) comprehended the light, for it was bright; and they divided the light, or caused it to be divided, from the darkness.
[image: image3.png]



   And the Gods called the light day, and the darkness they called night. And it came to pass that from the evening until morning they called night; and from the morning until the evening they called day; and this was the first, or the beginning, of that which they called day and night.” (Smith 2, Abraham chapter 4)
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   Here is another creation story translated by Joseph Smith in his book of Moses, except this time there is only reference to one god. Smith states, “God creates the heavens and the earth All forms of life created God makes man and gives him dominion over all else. 

   And it came to pass that the Lord spoke unto Moses, saying: “Behold, I reveal unto you concerning this heaven, and this earth•; write• the words which I speak. I am the Beginning and the End, the Almighty God; by mine Only Begotten I created these things; yea, in the beginning I created the heaven•, and the earth upon which thou stand.”
   And the earth was without form, and void; and I caused darkness to come up upon the face of the deep; and my Spirit moved upon the face of the water; for I am God.

   And I, God, said: “Let there be light; and there was light.”
   And I, God, saw the light; and that light was good. And I, God, divided the light from the darkness. And I, God, called the light Day; and the darkness, I called Night; and this I did by the word of my power, and it was done as I spoke; and the evening and the morning were the first day.

   And again, I, God, said: “Let there be a firmament in the midst of the water, and it was so, even as I spoke; and I said: Let it divide the waters from the waters; and it was done;
   And I, God, made the firmament and divided the waters, yea, the great waters under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament, and it was so even as I spoke.” (Smith 2, Moses Chapter 2)

   “And I have a work for thee, Moses, my son; and thou art in the similitude of mine only begotten; and mine Only Begotten is and shall be the savior, for he is full of grace and truth; but there is no god beside me, and all things are present with me, for I know• them all.” (Smith 2, Moses Chapter 1)

   There has always been a strong debate concerning the validity of the scriptures of Jesus Christ. Although, the validity of scripture was supported in 1947 by the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls. Shepherds along the Dead Sea accidentally stumbled into a cave and found ancient scrolls carbon dated to the time of Jesus. These were called the Dead Sea scrolls, and they contained the books of the Bible, and specifically the Book of Isaiah, word for word! Two thousand year old scrolls matched identically to the Bible on the shelves at your local bookstore. Unfortunately, no book of Mormon was found, and this would also contradict Joseph Smith’s claim that the Bible was lost, and contained many errors. Below are a few examples of what God has to say on the validity of his scriptures in his Bible, and changing his words.

   “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned! As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned!” (Bible, NIV, Galatians 1)

   “I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds anything to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book. And if anyone takes words away from this book of prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book.” (Bible, NIV, Revelation 22:19)

   “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (Bible, NIV, 2 Timothy 3)

   “Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I command you.” (Bible, NIV, Deuteronomy 4:2)

   The founder of Mormonism, Joseph Smith believes he was given authority to translate, and manipulate traditional biblical scripture. Smith stated, “Upon my return from Amherst Conference, I resumed the translation of the Scriptures. From sundry revelations which had been received, it was apparent that many important points touching the salvation of men, had been taken from the Bible, or lost before it was compiled.”                              (Smith 4, Section One, p.9-10)

   Smith states, “I believe the Bible as it read when it came from the pen of the original writers. Ignorant translators, careless transcribers, or designing and corrupt priests have committed many errors. One item I believe to be false, I will renounce and disclaim it as far as I promulgated it.”               (Smith 4, Section Six, p.327)

   “And again, I command thee that thou shalt not covet thine own property, but impart it freely to the printing of the Book of Mormon, which contains the truth and the word of God.” (Smith 1, D&C 19:260)
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  “Again I say unto you, that it shall not be given to any one to go forth to preach my gospel, or to build up my church, except he be ordained by someone who has authority, and it is known to the church that he has authority and has been regularly ordained by the heads of the church. And again, the elders, priests and teachers of this church shall teach• the principles of my gospel, which are in the Bible and the Book of Mormon, which is the fullness of the gospel.” (Smith 1, D&C 42:11-12)

   Smith also states, “Behold, this is wisdom in me; wherefore, marvel not, for the hour cometh that I will drink of the fruit of the vine with you on the earth, and with Moroni, whom I have sent unto you to reveal the Book of Mormon, containing the fullness of my everlasting gospel.”                       (Smith 1, D&C 27:5)

   Archeology, the study of ancient history, can be called the best friend of Christianity. Through Archeology we can examine the credibility of the Bible and produce ancient cities like Babylon, and Nineveh that were spoken of in the Bible. There are also hundreds of ancient people, for example kings like David and Nebuchadnezzar, and that lived at the exact time and place stated by the Bible. 

   We also can identify, and judge secular unbiblical and not Christian sources; for example, the account of the Jewish Historian Josephus. He stated, “Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man; for he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the Jews and many of the Gentiles. He was the Christ. And when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had condemned him to the cross, those that loved him at the first did not forsake him; for he appeared to them alive again the third day; as the divine prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him. And the tribe of Christians, so named from him, are not extinct at this day.” (Flavius Antiquities of the Jews XVIII 3.3) 

  “Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; and that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once.” (Bible, NIV, 1 Corinthians 15) 

   Jesus also predicted his own death and resurrection in detail. Now as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside and said to them, "We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death, and will turn him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life."                                     (Bible, NIV, Matthew 20:17)

   Archeology on the other hand doesn’t support the land of Moron (Smith 3, Ether 7:6) or the accounts that Jesus appeared in America. Nor is there any archeological evidence to the notion that the Jaredites, Nephites, and Lamanites migrated from Israel to the Americas. Moreover, several unfulfilled prophecies were predicted by the founder of the Mormon faith Joseph Smith he predicted the rapture, and the second coming of Christ both which never came true. 
   Smith stated, “I then withdrew to transact some business with a gentleman who had called to see me, when Joshua informed my scribe that he was born in Cambridge, Washington County, New York. He says that all the railroads, canals, and other improvements are projected by the spirits of the resurrection. The silence spoken of by John the Revelator, which is to be in heaven for the space of half an hour, is between 1830 and 1851, during which time the judgments of God will be poured out, after that time there will be peace.” (Smith 4, Section Two, p.104)

   I was once praying earnestly upon this subject and a voice said unto me, "My son, if you live until thou art eighty five years of age, thou shalt see the face of the Son of Man." I was left to draw my own conclusions concerning this; and I took the liberty to conclude that if I did live to that time, He would make His appearance. But I do not say whether He will make His appearance or I shall go where He is. I prophesy in the name of the Lord God, and let it be written--the Son of Man will not come in the clouds of heaven till I am eighty-five years old. Then read the 14th chapter of Revelation, 6th and 7th verses--"And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, saying with a loud voice, Fear God and give glory to Him, for the our of His judgment is come." And Hosea, 6th chapter, after two days, etc., 2,520 years; which brings it to 1890. The coming of the Son of Man never will be--never can be till the judgments spoken of for this hour are poured out: which judgments are commenced. Paul says, "Ye are the children of the light, and not of the darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief in the night." It is not the design of the Almighty to come upon the earth and crush it and grind it to powder, but he will reveal it to His servants the prophets.” (Smith 4, Section Six, p.286)

   In conclusion, there is a way to prove traditional scriptures are divine rather than human in origin. History and archaeology along with the monumental discovery of the Dead Sea scrolls give credibility to the authenticity of the Bible. While History and archaeology, along with DNA only disprove the Book of Mormon, and Joseph Smith’s accusations. The last and most important critical element is the examination of prophecies that were fulfilled. The Bible has hundreds of detailed and exact prophecies in the Old and New Testaments that have come true, while The Book of Mormon has none. One last point of fact to remember and comprehend is that, an omnipotent God doesn’t make mistakes.
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