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   Who is this man called Jesus who claimed to be God? Why should I believe that he is God? Is there any evidence outside the Bible that validates that he ever existed at all? These questions will be addressed by first examining historical accounts from Christian, and non Christian secular sources that match traditional scriptures. Secondly, by identifying Old Testament prophecies written up to approximately twelve hundred years earlier that were fulfilled in the New Testament. Third, by examining historical evidence and archeological evidence.
   From a Christian standpoint Jesus was the son of Mary and Joseph born in Bethlehem, Israel 6-5 B.C. He was born to the Virgin Mary by Immaculate Conception. He was born to the tribe of Judea, and ancestor to King David who ruled approximately 1010 - 970 B.C. He  taught a short ministry, and preached the word of God. He performed miracles like healing the blind and deaf, curing leprosy, paralysis, and raised people from the dead. He professed to be God, and professed that he would be made atonement for our sins to fulfill God’s righteous justice, and rescue us from God’s wrath. Because all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. He suffered, was falsely condemned to death, and crucified. Then after three days he raised himself from the dead with numerous eyewitness accounts proving that he is God.
   Justin Martyr, to Emperor Antoninus Pius about 150 AD: After referring to Jesus's birth of a virgin in the town of Bethlehem, and that His physical line of descent came through the tribe of Judah and the family of Jesse, Justin wrote, "Now there is a village in the land of the Jews, thirty-five stadia from Jerusalem, in which Jesus Christ was born, as you can ascertain also from the registers of the taxing made under Cyrenius, your first procurator in Judea." (West-Ark)

   Then Isaiah said, "Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of men? Will you try the patience of my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:13-14)

   Here are some accounts of Jesus from Anti Christian sources which raises these questions. Why would the enemies of Christ document historical evidence in accordance with the scriptures? Wouldn’t you logically think that they would deny the facts, or conceal evidence in an effort not to strengthen their enemy’s viewpoint? The accounts also cite the leadership of the day; Hebrew and Roman authorities supporting evidence of specific timetables, and events testifying to the validity of the scriptures.

   Tacitus (A.D. c.55-A.D. c.117, Roman historian) mentions "christus" who is Jesus - Annals "Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called Christians by the populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous superstition, thus checked for the moment, again broke out not only in Judaea, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome, where all things hideous and shameful from every part of the world find their centre and become popular." (Slick)
   Pliny the Younger mentioned Christ. Pliny was governor of Bithynia in Asia Minor. Pliny wrote ten books. The tenth around AD 112. "They (the Christians) were in the habit of meeting on a certain fixed day before it was light, when they sang in alternate verses a hymn to Christ, as to a god, and bound themselves by a solemn oath, not to any wicked deeds, but never to commit any fraud, theft or adultery, never to falsify their word, nor deny a trust when they should be called upon to deliver it up; after which it was their custom to separate, and then reassemble to partake of food but food of an ordinary and innocent kind." (Slick)
   The Jewish Talmud "On the eve of the Passover Yeshu was hanged. For forty days before the execution took place, a herald went forth and cried, "He is going forth to be stoned because he has practiced sorcery and enticed Israel to apostasy. Any one who can say anything in his favor, let him come forward and plead on his behalf." But since nothing was brought forward in his favor he was hanged on the eve of the Passover!" (Slick)
   "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree."      (Galatians 3:13)
   "Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was approaching. And the chief priests and the scribes were seeking how they might put Him to death; for they were afraid of the people." (Luke 22:1) 
    Now with this information we could analyze the fulfillment of these Old Testament prophecies, and match them with New Testament events. The book of Genesis was written approximately 1446-1406 B.C. and states that he will be from Judah.

  "Judah, your brothers will praise you; your hand will be on the neck of your enemies; your father's sons will bow down to you. You are a lion's cub, O Judah; you return from the prey, my son. Like a lion he crouches and lies down, like a lioness—who dares to rouse him? The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until he comes to whom it belongs and the obedience of the nations is his.” (Genesis 49: 8-10)
  “A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham: Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers.” (Matthew 1:1-2)
  “For it is clear that our Lord descended from Judah, and in regard to that tribe Moses said nothing about priests.” (Hebrews 7:14) 

   This account by historian Phlegon “And with regard to the eclipse in the time of Tiberius Caesar, in whose reign Jesus appears to have been crucified, and the great earthquakes which then took place.” (Never Thirsty) 

   From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?" which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" When some of those standing there heard this, they said, "He's calling Elijah." Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. The rest said, "Now leave him alone. Let's see if Elijah comes to save him." And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split. The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus' resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many people. When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, "Surely he was the Son of God!" (Matthew 27: 45-54) Now after matching the scriptures with these secular non biblical historical accounts it is not plausible to state that there isn’t enough evidence that Jesus Christ didn’t actually exist as a historical person.
   What did the apostles have to gain by lying about the resurrection of Jesus? What would they have to gain from erroneously writing scriptures to match their biased, dogmatic views? It would seem that all they received was a fear of being tortured, beaten, mocked, and imprisoned for their new found faith. They lost their standing in the community, and were ostracized for supporting a new religion. Then they all received a horrible, gruesome death, Paul was beheaded. James was stoned to death. Peter was crucified, all perished with the exception of John who was exiled to Patamos. Now what would it take for someone to die for a lie, and  propaganda? Wouldn’t it be more feasible to say that these people actually were eyewitnesses to the resurrected Christ like they said they were, and were willing to give up all they had to die for the truth? 
   Peter said, “We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.” (2 Pet. 1:16).
   “God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact.”    (Acts 2:32)

   “You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you. You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this.” (Acts 3:14-15)
   Why would the skeptic brother James suddenly decide to follow Jesus and become a leader in the early church after being ashamed of his ministry? One reason was that he was an eyewitness for the resurrection as stated in 1 Corinthians 15:3-7. With his unwavering faith he was willing to be stoned to death as stated by the non Christian historical source of Flavius Josephus.
   “The Bible states the James was in fact the brother of Jesus, and did not believe in him. I saw none of the other apostle’s only James, the Lord's brother.” (Galatians 1:19)
   Jesus' brothers said to him, "You ought to leave here and go to Judea, so that your disciples may see the miracles you do. No one who wants to become a public figure acts in secret. Since you are doing these things, show yourself to the world." For even his own brothers did not believe in him. (John 7:3) 
   Flavius Josephus (A.D. 37-101) mentions James, the brother of Jesus - Antiquities, Book 20 Ch:19. "Festus was now dead, and Albinus was but upon the road; so he assembled the Sanhedrim of judges, and brought before them the brother of Jesus, who was called Christ, whose name was James, and some others, [or, some of his companions]; and when he had formed an accusation against them as breakers of the law, he delivered them to be stoned: but as for those who seemed the most equitable of the citizens, and such as were the most uneasy at the breach of the laws, they disliked what was done." (Slick)
   Why would Saul of Tarsus, also known as Paul the Apostle, a Pharisee and leader in the Jewish Church and passionate persecutor of Christians suddenly decide to follow Christ? Moreover, why would a previous enemy of the Christian faith go on to write thirteen out of twenty seven books of the New Testament? Logically, this doesn’t seem to make any sense does it? In the next paragraph we see why he converted, because he was an eye witness and more importantly Jesus is stating that he is in fact the Lord.
   “Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's disciples. He went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" "Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked. "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he replied. "Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do." (Act 9:1-6)
   Paul wrote the book of Corinthians approximately 55 A.D. “For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.” (1 Corinthians 15: 3-9)

   Here are some accounts from Christian, and non Christian secular sources that matches the Bible from the Historian Flavius Josephus A.D. 37-101 mentions the resurrection of Jesus - Antiquities, Book 18, Ch. 3, par. 3. “Now there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man; for he was a doer of wonderful works, a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the Jews and many of the Gentiles. He was the Christ. And when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had condemned him to the cross, those that loved him at the first did not forsake him; for he appeared to them alive again the third day; as the divine prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him. And the tribe of Christians, so named from him, are not extinct at this day.” (Kirby)

   Justin Martyr, in Dialogue with Trypho, around 150 AD: "For when they crucified Him, driving in the nails, they pierced His hands and feet; and those who crucified Him parted His garments among themselves, each casting lots for what he chose to have, and receiving according to the decision of the lot." (Never Thirsty)
   He was worshipped. “Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!" Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?" And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God." (Matt 14:29-33)

   Suddenly Jesus met them. "Greetings," he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid.” (Matt 28:9-10)

   He forgave sins. When Jesus saw their faith, he said, "Friend, your sins are forgiven." (Luke 5:20)
   He claimed to be of a divine not human in nature. He stated that he is the only way to receive salvation. But he continued, "You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins." (Luke 8:23-24)

   Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:6)

   He was prayed to. While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." (Acts 7:59)

   He knew all things. Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, "Every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and every city or household divided against itself will not stand. (Matthew 12:25)
   “He was seen after his resurrection, touched by the apostle Thomas and called God, and has the power to give eternal life. Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: "Any kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will fall. If Satan is divided against himself, how can his kingdom stand? I say this because you claim that I drive out demons by Beelzebub. Now if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your followers drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come to you.” (Luke 11:17-20)

   “Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!" But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it." A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe." Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!" Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”     (John 20:24-31)

   Roman General Titus destroyed the temple of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. just as Jesus predicted approximately forty years earlier. “Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, "As for what you see here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down." (Luke 21:5-6)

   “Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came up to him to call his attention to its buildings. "Do you see all these things?" he asked. "I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down." (Matthew 24:1)
   Jesus is here stating equality with the Old Testament God. "I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "Before Abraham was born, I am!" (John 8:58)                                                                                      

   God said to Moses, "I am who I am. This is what you are 
to say to the Israelites: 'I am has sent me to you.' " (Exodus 3:14) 

   Jesus said, “I and the Father are one.” (John 10:30)
   Again the high priest asked him, "Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?" "I am," said Jesus. (Mark 14:61)
   Here are a few passages that Jesus specifically predicts his death, and his resurrection. Jesus instructed them, "Don't tell anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead." (Matthew 17:9)
   Now as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside and said to them, "We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death and will turn him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified. On the third day he will be raised to life!" (Matthew 20:17)
   Then the Jews demanded of him, "What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?" Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days." The Jews replied, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?" But the temple he had spoken of was his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.” (John 2:18-22)
   He said to them, "The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will rise." (Mark 9:31)
   Justin Martyr, to Emperor Antoninus Pius about 150 AD "For indeed the Lord remained upon the tree almost until evening, and they buried Him at eventide; then on the third day He rose again." (West-Ark)
   “Jesus fulfilled many ancient prophecies. More than one hundred prophecies found in the Old Testament were fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Statistician Peter Stoner reports that the probability of just eight of these prophecies about one person being fulfilled by chance is 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000. For example, consider the chances of one person from the line of King David, being born in Bethlehem. Later, this same person has to enter Jerusalem on a donkey, be betrayed by a friend for 30 pieces of silver, be crucified, be buried in a rich man’s tomb, and rise from the dead. Out of all the prophecies fulfilled by Jesus, more than fifty were fulfilled by his death and resurrection.” (Rose)
   Classical scholar and historian Colin Hermer chronicles Luke’s accuracy in the book of Acts verse by verse. With painstaking detail, Hermer identifies 84 facts in the last 16 chapters of Acts that have been confirmed by historical and archaeological research. Luke accurately records: 1. The natural crossing between correctly named ports. (Acts 13:4-5) 2. The proper port (Perga) along the direct destination of a ship crossing from Cyprus. (Acts 13:13) 3. The proper location of Lycaonia. (Acts 14:6) 4. The unusual but correct declension of the name Lystra. (Acts 14:6) 5. The correct language spoken in Lystra- Lycaonian. Acts 14: 11) 6. Two gods known to be associated- Zeus and Hermes. (Acts 14:12) 7. The proper port, Attalia, which return travelers would use. (Acts 14:25) 8. The correct order of approach to Derbe and then Lystra from the Cilician Gates. (Acts 16:1)       9. The proper form of the name Troas. (Acts 16:8) 10. The place of a conspicuous sailors’ landmark, Samothrace. (Acts 16:11)                    (Geisler and Turek-256) 
   I have decided to incorporate only ten examples out of the eighty four given by Hermer. The Physician Luke was extremely accurate in documenting precise historical information that could be supported by archaeological evidence. Then it is plausible to believe that he was writing accurately, and truthfully about the historical accounts of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Moreover, the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John four books written by four different people, at four different times give an account to the same resurrection story. 
   In conclusions there is enough evidence to prove that there was in fact a historical Jesus Christ by independent Christian, and non Christian secular sources. There is overwhelming evidence to support the validity of the scriptures that Jesus was in fact God by evidence of his resurrection. After identifying Old Testament prophecies written approximately a hundred years, and up to twelve hundred years prior that were fulfilled in the New Testament. Therefore it’s only logical, and rational to come to the conclusion that Jesus Christ is God after objectively viewing the facts. Although, in the end it is a matter of faith whether you want to believe or not.
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