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   There is overwhelming evidence that validates the claim that the Bible is the divinely inspired, infallible word of God. The Bible can be considered trustworthy due to accuracy in historical events and archeological evidence. Finally, a definite way to prove without a shadow of a doubt that the Bible is God’s word is to identify hundreds of precise prophecies that came to pass. These Biblical Prophecies some that were written up to thousands of years beforehand in the Old Testament, and were fulfilled in the New Testament. 
   One of the most incredible finds of the century was the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls. The Dead Sea Scrolls and their accuracy is exactly how we can rely on the Bible as God’s inspired word, because only a book that could be found to be unaltered for 3000 years could be considered God’s word. “With the discovery of these manuscripts at Qumran in 1946, texts were found that were about 1,000 years older than any previously-known Old Testament manuscript. And when compared with the later texts, these writings proved to be virtually identical.” (Hanegraff 7)
   “The Scrolls contained Old Testament documents 1000 years earlier. A comparison between the manuscripts revealed an incredible accuracy of transmission through copying, so much so that critics were silenced. The New Testament has over 5000 supporting Greek manuscripts existing today with another 20,000 manuscripts in other languages. Some of the manuscript evidence dates to within 100 years of the original writings. There is less than a 1% textual variation in the New Testament manuscripts.” (Slick)

   For example, the Book of Isaiah was written approximately 700 B.C. Manuscripts of Isaiah were transcribed by the ancient Essence community approximately the first century A.D. Then these manuscripts were discovered not altered, manipulated, and exactly the same approximately 1946 years latter in the Dead Sea. Honestly how can we explain that the Old Testament book of Isaiah maintained its original integrity for almost 3,000 years, without divine inspiration? Certainly you would assume that after many translations, numerous writers, and estimated punctuation and grammar errors that the scripture would be altered from its original writings as the skeptics claim. On the contrary the scriptures were found to be almost ninety nine percent accurate.
   Now we can see unfortunately how easy it is to accidentally misconstrue someone’s original message by playing a simple game called Telephone. A game most people have played to show how easy it is to lose the original meaning of a statement by word of mouth. If a classroom full of educated men and women can’t get a simple message correct then how can we account for the Holy Scriptures that have been unaltered for thousands of years? “Did you ever play the game Rumor or Telephone? It begins when one person writes down a message but doesn’t show it to anyone. Then the person whispers it, word for word, to another person. That person, in turn whispers it to still another, and so on, through all the people playing the game. The last person writes down the message word for word as he or she hears it. Then the two written statements are compared. Typically, the original message has changed, often dramatically, in passing from person to person.” (Ruggiero, 44-45)

   Many skeptics believe that the Bible is laden with numerous mistakes, and contradictions. Although, a look at the evidence and facts would state otherwise. “In order to address the issue of accuracy, we need to clear up misunderstandings many critics have concerning “errors” in the biblical manuscripts. Some have estimated that there are 200,000 errors in the New Testament manuscripts. First of all, these are not “errors” but variant readings, the vast majority of which are strictly grammatical (i.e., punctuation and spelling) Second, these readings are spread throughout nearly 5,700 manuscripts, so that a variant spelling of one letter of one word in one verse in 2,000 manuscripts is counted as 2,000 “errors.” (Geisler 229)
   “Textual scholars Wescott and Hort estimated that only one in sixty of these variants has significance. This would leave a text 98.3 percent pure. No other ancient book is so well authenticated. The great New Testament scholar and Princeton professor Bruce Metzger estimated that the Mahabharata of Hinduism is copied with only 90 percent accuracy and Homer’s Iliad with about 95 percent. By comparison, he estimated the New Testament is about 99.5 percent accurate. Again, the 0.5 percent in question does not affect a single doctrine of Christian faith.” (Geisler 229)
   “It could be said that the Bible is a book of history and it is. The Bible describes places, people, and events in various degrees of detail. It is essentially an historical account of the people of God throughout thousands of years. If you open to almost any page in the Bible you will find a name of a place and or a person. Much of this can be verified from archaeology. Though archaeology cannot prove that the Bible is the inspired word of God, it has the ability to prove whether or not if some events and locations described therein are true or false. So far, however, there isn't a single archaeological discovery that disproves the Bible in any way.” (Slick) 

   There are numerous archaeological excavations that verify biblical people, events and places. The Bible can be considered accurate, and trustworthy because no archaeological discovery has ever contradicted the Bible. Therefore, with the reliability, and precision accuracy of the Bible we can continue to trust it as a historical document. For example, “Classical scholar and Historian Colin Hermer chronicles Luke’s accuracy in the book of Acts verse by verse. With painstaking detail, Hermer identifies 84 facts in the last 16 chapters of Acts that have been confirmed by historical and archaeological research. Luke accurately records: 1. The natural crossing between correctly named ports. (Acts 13:4-5) 2. The proper port (Perga) along the direct destination of a ship crossing from Cyprus. (Acts 13:13) 3. The proper location of Lycaonia. (Acts 14:6) 4. The unusual but correct declension of the name Lystra. (Acts 14:6) 5. The correct language spoken in Lystra- Lycaonian. Acts 14: 11) 6. Two gods known to be associated- Zeus and Hermes. (Acts 14:12) 7. The proper port, Attalia, which return travelers would use. (Acts 14:25) 8. The correct order of approach to Derbe and then Lystra from the Cilician Gates. (Acts 16:1) 9. The proper form of the name Troas. (Acts 16:8) 10. The place of a conspicuous sailors’ landmark, Samothrace. (Acts 16:11)” (Geisler and Turek-256) 
   In an effort to keep this essay from becoming a book I have decided to incorporate only ten examples out of the eighty four examples that are given by Hermer. The Physician Luke was extremely accurate in documenting precise historical information that could be supported by archaeological evidence. Then it is plausible to believe that he was writing accurately and truthfully about the historical accounts of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Moreover, the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John four different books written by four different people, at four different times, at four different places give virtually the same resurrection story.   

   Here are a few more examples of recorded Biblical history verified by archaeology. “The walls of Jericho have been found, destroyed just as the Bible says. Many critics doubted that Nazareth ever existed, yet archaeologists have found a first-century synagogue inscription at Caesarea proving it existed. Finds have verified Herod the Great and his son Herod Antipas. The remains of the Apostle Peter's house have been found at Capernaum. Bones with nail scars through the wrists and feet of people who had been crucified have been uncovered demonstrating the actuality of crucifixion. The High Priest Caiaphas' bones have been discovered in an ossuary. There is, of course, a host of archaeological digs that corroborate biblical records such as Bethsaida, Bethany, Caesarea Philippi, Capernaum, Cyprus, Galatia, Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, Corinth, Ephesus, Rome, etc.”(Slick)
   In 325 A.D. the Council of Nicea gathered, this cohort was comprised of over three hundred Bishops, Priests, and numerous religious scholars. At this council they determined which scripture in question would be considered to be in the Bible, and they used a strict measuring line. “There were five specific criteria that decided what scripture would be used in the Bible by the Canon. 1. The book in question had to be used by the church within thirty years after Christ died, and no latter than 90 A.D. 2. The scripture had to be authoritative. 3. The scripture had to be consistent with the Old Testament, and not contradictory. 4. The author of the scripture had to be an eyewitness to the ministry of Jesus, or a close associate to an Apostle. 5. The scripture in question was put to a spiritual test, and it had to be able to change your life.” (McPherson)
   The last paragraph identifies why Gnostic Gospels were not used in the Bible. Most Gnostic Gospels weren’t accepted in the Canon of the Bible because they didn’t meet the agreed on criteria. For example, the Gospel of Mary was carbon dated to the late second century. Therefore, the Book of Mary couldn’t have possibly been written by Mary unless she lived to a ripe old age of two hundred. The Gospel of Philip was carbon dated to the third century so obviously it wasn’t written by Philip. The Gospel of Judas would have us believe that Judas is the good guy, and Jesus is the bad guy, therefore the Gospel of Judas was written by an apostate! Moreover, the Gnostic Gospels negate essential Christian doctrine making them unacceptable to be initiated in the Bible.
   Finally, out of all the holy books in the world the Bible is the only book with fulfilled prophecies. Fulfilled prophecies are a verifiable way to test the holy scriptures as divinely inspired with the stamp of Almighty God. “The Bible records predictions of events that couldn’t be known or predicted by chance or common sense. For example, the book of Daniel was written before 530 B.C. This book accurately predicts the progression of kingdoms from Babylon through the Medo-Persian Empire, the Greek Empire, and then the Roman Empire, ending with the persecution and suffering of the Jews under Antiochus IV epiphanies with his desecration of the temple, his untimely death, and freedom for the Jews under Judas Maccabeus 165 B.C. It is statistically ridiculous that any or all of the Bible’s specific, detailed prophecies could have been fulfilled through chance, good guessing, or deliberate deceit.” (Hanegraaff 8) 
   “Jesus fulfilled many ancient prophecies in the Bible. More than one hundred prophecies found in the Old Testament were fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Statistician Peter Stoner reports that the probability of just eight of these prophecies about one person being fulfilled by chance is 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000. For example, consider the chances of one person from the line of King David, being born in Bethlehem. Later, this same person has to enter Jerusalem on a donkey, be betrayed by a friend for 30 pieces of silver, be crucified, be buried in a rich man’s tomb, and rise from the dead. Out of all the prophecies fulfilled by Jesus, more than fifty were fulfilled by his death and resurrection.” (Rose) Therefore, it is virtually impossible for these detailed precise prophecies to be achieved by mere chance.
   In Conclusion, the Bible can be considered trustworthy because of accurate historical records and excavated archaeological evidence. The skeptics who believe that they could find a contradiction in the Bible don’t understand how to read the scriptures in the context in which it was meant to be read. And under thorough investigation, the “alleged” contradiction can be logically explained. The monumental discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls testify to the accuracy of the Bible. The Bible is proven to be the inspired word of God, because if it wasn’t then how could we account for the hundreds of detailed prophecies that have been fulfilled? Although, there are many holy books in the world the Bible is the only book that has fulfilled prophecies. Moreover, and most importantly the scriptures should be believed as the inspired word of God because the Lord Jesus Christ stated that the Bible is infallible, and without mistakes.
   Jesus stated, “The Scripture cannot be broken.” (John 10:35)  

   “As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the Lord is flawless.”    (Psalm 18:30)
Premise one: God cannot err.                                                                  Premise two: The Bible is the word of God.                                   Conclusion: Therefore, the Bible cannot err. (Geisler 370)
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